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* COLORED smm CONVENTION ‘

ALEXANDRIA Va., Aug 2, 1865

Pursuant to a. regular call of the Colored State Conventmn,
‘a large represention met at Lyceum Hall, in the city of Alex-
andria, and at 10 o’clock A. M. ~ The meetmg was called to order
by Mr. R. D. Beckley, of Alexandria, Va., and after some very
‘,appropma,te remarks, on motion, Rev. G W Parker, of Alexan-
dria, was appointed temporary Chairman, and Rev Wmn. E.
‘Walker, "iiPetersburg, as Secretary.
rker, on taking the chair, thanked the Conventlon for '
the. honor. conferred, and welcomed the delegates to the hospl-
talities of the city, and called upon Rev. Wm, Davis, of Nor-
folk, to open the proceedings with prayer, who, in a very feehng
and appropriate manner, addressed the throne of grace. After
which was sung the patriotic hymn, “My Country, ’tis of thee.”

- The chairman then notified the Convention that the first busi-
ness m order was the appmntment of a Commlttee on Creden—
tials. : -
_On motion,

By requeSi: MMr Greo' ,V'of N01folk addressed the |
meeting, and in the course of hls remalks said :

what is necessa,zy to be done ?
- We are charged with being un-
~ They say we will not work. He who makes that assertion asserts
We have been working all our lives, not only supportmg our-
‘ha veAsupported our masters, many of them in idleness.
; ones, « next called on, and s among other
ngs: It g e&"iﬁe p ssible pleasure to be with’ you to- y. While Tis-
tening to th gen eman who has just addressed you, I was reminded of my
4 - “When I-was seven or eight years of age I would often sit at the




i
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etl, and would ‘ask | het why
down South with their lit-

ﬂure were cgmnehei tu give up their

% wmdaw b
. it was that so many eolored mo

tle babes in their arms, and why ma,m*
children, leave them hwu and fhemselves e senb down to Geurgia and other

gxtreme Qouthern States? Auc & often roticed that uﬁhex ;zmd Lrothers, 2nd
 gisters, were torn awayIoul thelr rehm e At South into slavery
and bondage. Tlie was-contiuned until e a o few ?@Su when slavery
and treason were sWepv from our beloved land. 1 suppose it is the object of
those present to decide what they would have. Vre should ask God tu perpet-
uate our cause, and to overthrow those a*\,u agaings us. 1 Liad no 1dea of
coming - to this {lonvention mthomb Aay Leart Tull of prayer to. roit) aid us, and
& T feel sure 1{e will aid us. i, for hall n n unnk of looking oack

0 sh\:uy no, never “FTnited we s%-mc H’
crethe therer 18 BO: WG,&T)OH strong mmugﬂ to 41
d@y on, this subject of froe: Jom.. ‘%13 are 1OH WOTE

;ple have been m)& ’t0 qtcw away by our former ¥
ing here woul 18 hurt us at home.  Yes, it w
"have the effect” of @ udm” ws,  The Crovern
you il help yourselves. : [ will exert myself t
n every way that is honomble and just;. and, ui
dren will reverence me ;ior it tne mom, Lmd 1

“The Union fla v I i
and undu ‘that ﬁam 7O are Hcm‘)on &"”é‘o oo
We have had ehongh of war;: butave witlhave o
will not work, but we have shown thent: that Wk
get into thig bonvcmmn, and ‘we have %
bring us here, bmd the uov ummﬁt 0
. us up in- what we do.
Rev. Nicholas hwknmn of Cimﬂm fesvitle
“course of his speech. s . T am vory little in &
deny myselt the privilege of s wying something to
gaid.  Deing situated as T was, T was &GOYW@
in the bonvrntmn have ',«ﬂoywd yet w ‘
chaing we have ‘heen houﬂ bug, t ianks
of light, and at last saw t aé d mmo»‘a blems: A
Ty

y my mother who bas since gone to hem
thers were mmarching

?‘VG g

hey m»é u% {,ham wm—
everywhere. - To will
dy to sustain you if
the right of . franchise
he. attempt, my < chil-
oﬁt by my death.
‘ {ame tot Crentiia, 2nd
inaugurate var.
1 'lnoy may say Wwe
1 enpugh, to

habib ing, yet I cannot
Ad strength o what has been
of many: prwﬂeceb which others
\OW 6 nough tosee with what dark
we saw the first faint glimmer
nd. now we are herein this
13 e t(w do and what can we

we take. We have embarked on
one to t ke tim Lol Yes, wo have One who has
3 aﬂd Hc wi 11 gee s safely: mmwh - Have we come

New > We will cmtend to th(, Lxsb for our mghts
xe-
Let

, bonvcnmou What br
do? We mu% be ©
Cowide sea.  Have
conducted us 8
here to make any compt omige
"There have been- discords awong oUr selves, both
ligion. et us haye 10 mom of it, but let us wo
©us stand s Qouldcr‘ T, 2 ﬂ bdtﬂ“’ Jﬂo e:oad’ €

ame thmuﬂ“h L

At the 00110111&:1011 of f h,u;m(mb (demgs the comlm’ptee
on credentials zmpemed and made a report 01 @en’ lomen entitled
to seats. ‘ '

The f@]lowmg named

‘ en‘mﬂed to seatbs, Vvizt Tev. - Wi B
R. V. 'lhonns,’ Of Pmt%mouthé and

‘mouth . S N Y IR &
On motlon that the repor’o‘ of the comn

¢ @eddéa as not
ete"r%bur sind.




,,a,ized an. exmﬁed debate énsued and o1 motiot,
;,..entlals, was stmcken

: aﬁapted, n &
‘the word “rejected,” as in the above ¢
out, and the motion to ‘adopt the report of the committee as

amended was carried by an overwhelmmg vote.
The roll was then called, and each delegate answered to his
name, as follows : : ‘ .
' : DELEGATES ELECT.

Alexandria Delegatwn——-R D. Beckley, bharles Chinn, Rev. George Ww.-
Parker, lenry Marshall, Henry Malyin, Greo. Franklin, Wm., Claggett

lelmmsburg Delegatwn —HKdmond F.J ones, Rmhard Hill.

Culpeper Delegation—Edward Ambler.

Columbia Delegation. mTemple Jaekson. i

Qloucester Delegation.—Elijah Monree, J. Ww. Jackmon. :

Charlottesville Delegation.—Nioholas Rlckman Falrfax Taylor Ossian
Johnson, P. A. Cross, B. H. Jenkins.

Peter sbm'g ,elcqat“wn —Tewis W. Carter, Rev Wm E Walker W1111amv
Lively, David Cain, P. K. Jones.

Richmond D?legatwn —N. H. Anderson, Tields Cook R C Hobsonf
Johnson. & .

Manchester Delegatwn —B. T Edwards, Jordan Smlth o

Danville Delegation.—Henry Barksdale, Benj. Jackson, Lewm cotf.

- Norfolke Delegation.—Kdward W. ’Wzlhams Wm. Keehng, G W Cook
J ohn M. Brown; Nicholas Barber. - o
- Fairfax County Delegation.: —Wm. Holman, Wm W Berd °5 H L‘ b

Farmuille Delegation. —Edmond Johnsen. : " i

 Yorktown Delegation.—Rev. John Cary, TRobert Ruffin. _f e

Hampton Delegation.—Robert Bailey, ‘Wm. Davis. e

Portsmouth Delegation. —-—Rev J. R. V. Thomas J oshua Wllson GBOI‘-'G
Toamoth. At 2 :

Promdence C'hurch Norfoll Co. Delega um " Rev.
" Ambherst and Nelson Co. Delegation.— ison Washington.

Lgmahbur g Delegation.—Coleman Coles, Sam’l Kelser, ]adward Carrmgton

- Warwick County Delegation. —Walter Williams. ‘ :

RW

Goochland. County Delegation.—William Mosely. e b EE €Y 8E e
" Fredericksburg Delegation—Rev. Wm. J. Walker, Edmond Brooks,.ny. H.
v’WashmgtOu James Brooks, Ben; Peyton A e e e T

HONORARY MEMBERS 'ELECTED.

'*Dr PETTYJOHN Alexand b
1 Rev. OWENS Ala:m ma
~ Capt. FERREE, Aleza;

T W J 2 GOWING

Ry B GARNETT, Washmgz‘on
G. W.Sims, Washington.

+ Prof. W.; JOHNSON, Baltimore:
- Jounson, Baltimore.
J. P. Dovcras, Alexandria. .
"WM L TVFS 4lf>xandrm Gni i Ront! ROBINSON, Aleandma
ColJGCLEE, QMUSA

- On motion, a eommlttee af one from each delegatlon was ap—

pomted to nominate officers for & permanent organization of this

Convention. They Were, on. motlon, appomted by'th 1y respec—
tive delega’mons awiadl B EL a0




1 motion, & commﬁf@e of three was appomted to 8

s government of the Convention. ~After a short absence
‘the committee on the nomination of officers reported the follovw-
ing gentlemen as permanent officers of the Conventmn, Wthh was

Lmammously adopted :

Pwemdﬂnf———-R D. BECKLEY, Alexandria, Va
Vzu’ Plesidé?ltb——-FIELDS COOK Rlchmond Va
s e JOHN OARY Yo;rktowrx Va

OWN, Norfolk Va
"B{anchester, Va;' ‘

Secretary— . {
Asss. Semofmws———ﬂev JOHN M
BALLAR EBW
Cor. bwwtag——W H. AND!
f(/msmu—«(ﬂﬁ()

On motion, & vote of thdnks be tenderef to the Rev. Geo. W.
Parkel for the able ma,nnt,r m Whlch',h., has dlscharged hlS dutles
as temporary chairman. - b '

After some very ap ropﬂd‘te 1emalks ”fmm the Rev. Geo W
Parker, Mr. N. H. Anc .C. Hobson, were then appointed
to conduct the President to his seat, who, on taking his seat,
thanked the (Jonventlon for the dlstl} hed honor conferred
upon him, and e(nnesﬂy solicited the ~and assis-

t(m(,e of the Cﬂnventlon 111 the mal, ANC mder The
. their kanks for the

honor (,mlf@ued e

The umumttbe on mles 191 ‘(he oovunmbnt oi the Conven- '
tion, then reported Cushing’s M.;Ln al of Parlimentary laws,
which was accepted. They also Ieported that the session of
the Convention should oommen(,e at 10 o’clock A. M., and eclose
afr 9 P. M., to meet again at 3 o clock M (md 0ont1nue till

b P. M., and to meet again at 7 P. M. '

On motion, a comnnttee of three be 4pp01nt0d to select
speakers for the evening, whereupon the following gentlemen
were announced : Rev. ng.hldnd Garnett, Rev John M. Brown,
and Fields Cook. :

The committee on 111165 cﬂbO reported Lhdt thele ahould be no
smoking in the Hall during the business of the Convention ;
also- th&t no member should bpeak more than ten minutes on any
’one motion, nor but three times on the same. Committee—
2. €. Hobson, Geo. H. Franklin, E. F. Jones.
nt ..»Lppomted Rev J ordan %nnth as’ Ch@plam of

it %‘ o@immttee of hve were appomted con-
| mstmg of Rev John M. Brown, of Norfolk, Va.; N ./"Ander-




son, of Richmond, Va.; Wmn. Mosely, of Goochland, Va.: Rev.
J. R V. Thomas, of Portsmouth Va.; Nicholas Rlckman, of
Charlottesville, Va.; P, K.«Jones; .of Petersburcr Va.; Henry
: le, Dan and on :motlon, two othels Were added

Presiden a,lled the Conven’mon to ovdei at - T# olel &
Prayer by the Rev. Jordan Smith, of Manchester. P‘meoml
mgs of the morning session read :md approved. s

~The President then appointed Henry Malvern; of Alex s«zud? i,
and John Davis, of Richmond, as Sergeant-at-Arms. nklng

‘The President having resigned his seat as a member 'o'f' the
ﬁna,n{,e committee, Edmond B Jones, of Wdhamsbuw was.
Pomted in his stead. Roll was then mﬂed S gy T

On motion,: Rev.. G. L. Dickson was-electod a8 an hmmmx 'y
membel ‘of this Convenhon,a Iso Rev. Highland Garnett and
Sampson ‘White, and Rev. - - Owens, of Alexandria, werve
una,mmomly elected as honomry members of the Convention.
 The Rev. Highland Garnett was then introduced to the Con-
vention,' and’ Svery | able““pewerful and eloquent manner,
addressed the Convention for over an hour and a half. The
Rev. John M:: Brown: then followed in a'short, spirited, and
telhng speeeh Mr. Fields Cook declined speakmw owmcr ‘m the'
lateness of the hour, accordmg to- appomtment ST

vote of thanks ;

enedmtl@ by the Rev.
Sampbon White. *

AR SR 'D:"BECKVLEY, ,»Pré(s"‘z"de?"w. |
WMEWALKER, ;S’ecwetwr;ft/«." YR e Chra e e e .




MOVRNING SESSION
a ALEXANDRIA, Va., Aug 3, 1865

| The 'Conventlon was called to order by the President at 10
o'clock A. M. Prayer by the chaplain, Rev. Jordan Smith, of
Manchdster. After which, the roll was called, and most of - the

- members answered to theu' names.

‘The committee on credentials then reported the following
named additional delegates as entitled to seats in this Conven-
- tion: Amherst and Nelson counties—Addison Vvashington ;
Lynchburg—Coleman Cotes, Samuel Kilson, Edward ¢ armngton,

The proceedings of the previous meeting were then read and
adopted.

On motion the above named gentlemen were admitted as dele-
gates |
On motion, Rev. G. W. Parker, J. P. Douglass, G. W. Sims,
Prof. Wm. Johnson and - Tohnson were elected honma'f'y
members of the Convention.

The President then stated that the Comnuttee had Wcuteﬁ npon
Capt. J. G. C. Lee, A. Q. M., U. 8. A., who had tendered the
Convention the use of the ﬂd,ﬂ which now graced the stand, and
stated that any further aceommodatmns he could render he Would
be glad to do so.  On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to
Capt. Lee for the interest he mamfested in behalf of the Gonven-
tlon

~ On motion, the Treasurer ‘was authonzed to furmsh the (J(m—-f
ventmn with stationery.

Mr. Washington raised a privileged questmn, and after a sharpz
debate, partlelpated in by Rev. H. H. Garnett, Cook, Hobson,
Brown, Walker and others, it was decided by the Premdent that:
' the whole debate was out of order. :

Rev. John Cary, of Yorktown, was then ealled upen and a.d-—
dressed the Convention in a short but interesting speech, at the
conclusion of which the Business Committee announced them-

selves ready to report. Rev. J. M. Brown then came farward
and made the followmg report: -3 ik

THE APPEAL.

We, the delegates oi the colored people of the State of Vlrglma,, in Conven-
tion assembled, at Alexandria, Virginia, to act and advise what is thought best
- to be done for the interests of the colored people of the State, and to give ex-
~ pression of our feelings and desires, do hereby appeal to the conscientious, sym-

_ pathetic, and just judgment of the American people, solemnly deolarmg that
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we desire to live upon the most friendly and agreeable terms with all men; we
feel no ill-will or prejudice towards our former oppressors; are willing and de-
sire to forgive and forget the past, and so shape our future conduct as shall pro-
mote our happiness and the interest of the community in ‘which we live; and
that we believe that in this State we have still many warm and solid friends
among the white people, and that this portion of them will do all they can for
out improvement and elevation; that for this they have our kind thanks and
our constant prayers that the Lord of Hosts may bless them, and strengthen
‘them, that they may strive to give us, as a people, that v hich is just and right
Before (6 and the civilized worlds o an = Fos S i

But, while we are free to acknowledge all that we have said above, we must,
on the other hand, be allowed to aver and assert that we believe that we have
among the white people of this State many who are our most inveterate enemies;
who hate us as a class, and who foel no sympathy with or for us; who despise
us simply because we are black, and, more especially, because we “have-heen
Tnited States Government, and that they—the

made fréc by the power of the U
class last mentioned—will not, in our estimation, be willing to accord to us, as

freemen, that protection which all freemen must contend for, if’ they would be
worthy of freedom; and that, while we confess that the state of things which
now exist was not of our makin; _ yet we believe it was the intention, and is the
will of God, that it shall be as it is, and for which we give hini our everlasting
We have cver beena people of docility and obedience, though we have felt
for years that the condition of slavery was a curse upon us imposed by might,
and not by right, yet we have cubmitted without any act of ours toavenge our-
selves upon those who had so Jong oppressed us, as a race of men.. Many of
“them treated us as brutes of the field. Tn all this we confess we sce the hand
of an all-wise God, who has seen fit to hold the passions of His African chil-
dren until He saw fit to stir the passions of the two sections of the country—
that both North and South should fer for the sin of slavery. This having
been done, it has left us in a state of chaos and disorganization ; and while  we
sympathize for the condition of the country; we do believe and recognize in it
the hand of an all-wise Grod, and believe He will do all things right.

In this state-of chaos and disorganization are we assembled here to-day, to
appeal to the citizens of the State of Virginia ‘and to the Government of the
United States for that protection which we so much need, and for which free-
men in all ages have contended. We in our present condition are without pro-

tection, so far as the laws of the State are concerned, and but for the strong
arm of the military, we feel that we have no where to look for that protection
which is essential for the safety of our persons or our property, our wives or
_our children, for while we had in our former owners their protection, we have
now in them noue, and we are left to the agsaults of the vile and vicious to do
with us as they please, and we are left without redress. ,
We claim, then, as citizens of this State, the laws of the (lommonwealth shall
sive to all men equal protection; that each and every man may.appeal to the,
Taw for his equal rights without regard to the color of his skin; and we helieve
this can only be done by extending to us the elective franchise, which we be-
Jieve to be our inalienable right as freemen; and which the ,Dec’lamtion of Inde-
pendence guarantees to all free citizen  of this Government and which s the
privilege of the nation. We claim the right of suffrage: ,
* 1at. Because we can see no other safe-gua: d for our protection.
~~ 2d. Because we are citizens of the coun ‘and natives of this State.
34, Beocanse we are as well cualified to vote who shall be our rulers as many
ho interest in us, and kn t our wants,

~who do vote for that purpose who have no inte)
]
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. 4th. Because our representaﬁtion as heretofore felt in Congress was not in ac-
cordance with ourown wishes, and . therefore we feel that it is right and our
P vilege to vote for the:men who shall so represent us. :

~ bth, Because we believe that the timeshas come when'the colored people are
to be felt as a power in this Government, either for good or evil, and that there
is no way so caleulated to make him subservient for good as to make him a good
and loyal citizen. n s . ; .

 6th. Because we believe it will be the means of restoring the balance of power
which shall harmonize the conflicting elements ‘which are now so rife in the
South. - . i o ,

7th. Because we believe that if the white men will look at the subject in its
proper light they will see the necessity of granting us this privilege, as they
will find in us friends that will ever vote for men who shall be true to the State
and loyal to the United States, and because nothing short of equality in law
will ever secure to us the wants which every freeman needs: and must enjoy if
he will be at peace at home and in the community in which he lives. = With
these considerations we do most respectfully and earnestly appeal first to the
citizens of Virginia that they give ear to our humble petition, that in the re-
construction of the laws of this State they do in the prayer of this Convention
and before a just God so harmonize their laws as there shall be no distinction
before law on account of color, and that every man may expect justice before
“the tribunals of the State, and then shall righteousness.go forth as brightness,
and truth as a lamp that burneth. o ,

Mr. Brooks desired the report adopted by sections. = i
Mr. Garnett regarded the report as most able and complete, and hoped it

would be adopted as a whole. PHORE. R 8 R R
Mr. Washington said there was nothing in the report which he could notand
did not enthusiastically endorse. The paper, he thought, would do credit to

_any deliberative body, and desired it adopted as a whole. SHRER

Mr. Hobson spoke at some length. He paid a glowing tribute to the framers
of the address, and thought that there was not one word too much or one sen-
tence wanting in the report, and hoped it would be adopted nem con.

Wm. E. Walker, of Petersburg, desired that there should be a correction
made where the expression in the address read—‘our. former masters.” He
moved that the word “masters” be stricken out and the words “our former op-
pressors” be substituted therefor. The amendment was adopted. St

‘Mr. Williams, of Norfolk, spoke at some length on the general question. He
contended for the rights of universal suffrage in 2 most powerful and convineing
argument, which was listened to with breathless attention. ~ Sy

Mr. Anderson then moved the previous question, but withdrew it at the sug-
gestion of Mr, Cook. - _ O e b el e

Mr. Davis, of Hampton, followed in a very feeling address, in which the cru-
. elties of slavery were very graphically portrayed. Having been a slave him-
. self, and having suffered its worst oppressions, he spoke from “the book,” and

carried the feelings of the entire audience with him. . 0

" Mr. Lee, of Fairfax, wished it understood that the paper now under consid-
eration was the production of eur. own people, and not the work of our northern
friends. He knew this charge would be made, and it was well to forestall it.
Mr. Seott, of Danville, rejoiced that slavery had at last been ground under
‘the heel of the Government—under the heel of our great and- beneficent Grov-
‘¢rnment, into impalpable powder. God bless that iron 1 ~which had been
" rolled across this continent and set the captives free! How have we longed—
how have we watched and prayed for this great day—this day when we can




11

breathe the free air of an Americhn citizen and worship the God of our fathers
under our own vine and fig tree. Can any one blame us for rejoicing because
the galling chains of sldvery have been stricken from our limbs? We bear no
hatred toward owr former oppressors. - We will forget and forgive—forgive all
. those who have treated us as the beasts of the held but while we forget all the
innumerable wrongs which our people have endured for hundreds of years past,
let our opposers remembex that we are now free, and if they would have by-
gones be bygones they must treat us as Lmdly as 1618 our: deme and intention
0 treat them.
~Mzr. Jones, of Wﬂhamsbmg, Lhcn bpohe in mvm of the. &dop’uon oi the (xd-
dress.  He stated the difficulties under which the people of this section of the
State labored in securing delegates. The old slaveholders of that section of the
State did everything in “their power to prevent delegates from attending this
Convention, but nevertheless delegates were present from ther who not
afraid to give expression t6 their opinions. He, for one, endo ‘ ¢
contained in the address, and desired the whole world to know I
Mzr. Carter, of Pet, ersburg, felt proud of the able paper presen
sideration of this Convention, and hoped the address would be adop
further alteration. It was Wmthy of the wisest heads in thc country
said, Mr. Speaker, that our heads are very hard. The chalée is no doubt t:
and God had a wise purpose in making them hard.. If they hddfn@t beep
brains would have been dashed out long ago, and it is owing to th
many of us are permitted to meet here to- day to consult-on' our
condmon o
Mr. Keeling, of Norfolk, spoke dbiy in favor of the ddoptlon of e
the committee.. - While he was ‘aware that the loyal people of the N
done all they possibly could do-for the elevation of the colored race, he
“aware that a great work was yet to be done by the colored people th
Let us ask, let us continue to petition, until we are set equal before the
all men.  The people of Massachusetts have done what they can—t
remains for us to do ourselves. Let us go to work in earnest—let harn
good feeling characterize our actions, and all will be right in the en
M. \Iamhal of Alexandria, followed. He contended that there y
prejudice between the white and black race of this State.. We h
gether in childhood—we had toiled’ toa‘eﬂlel in manho od. unt
had become common. - ’
While in slavery the old flag Waved W) e‘ us. bod allowed 3 :
ttod and the old. flag yet remamed to 8. gleat shields of liv
light. Let us bless and revorence them both. fies =
At the conclusion of Mr. Marshall’s remarks, three wmmg che
- for the Stars and Stripes, and the inspiring ; song of ¢ Rally Arou
Boys,” was sung with most excellent effect.
The question on the adoption or rejection of the, 1ep01t oi the
then put, and the report unanimously adopted. by a riging voti
- A motion was made to suspend the rule& in or dex to take
_minutes. The motion was lost., . ,
 The omddress of “Rights and Wrongs” en mad by
1ttee and some verbal correctmns proposed

e more respectful, as humble petl
demand,” and therefore he proposed the change.
ind after some further verbal correctlons the %ddress

rote, as follows ; : ok
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OUR WRONGE AND RIGHTS)

, i branch of the human family we have for ages been deeply and cruelly
- wronged, and by a people with whom might constituted right.  'We have been
 subdued not hy power of ideas, but brute force, and deprived not only of many
‘6 our natural rights, but debarred the privileges and advantages freely accorded
to other men. We haye been made to suffer well nigh every eruelty and indig-
nity possible to be heaped upon human beings. We have been taunted with
our inferiority by people whose statute-books contain laws inflicting the severest
penalties on whomsoever dared to teach us the art of reading God’s Word.  We
have been denounced as intensely ignorant, while at the same time debarred
from taking the first step toward self-enlightenment and national and personal
elovation. We have been declared incapable of self government by those who
refused the right of experiment in that direction, and have been dencunced as
cowards by men who first refused to trust us with a musket on the battle field.

As a people we have been denied the ownership of our bodies, or a right to
our wives, our homes, our children, and the products of our labor. We have
been compelled, under pain of death, to submit to injuries deeper and darker
than the earth ever witnessed in the case of any other people. e

We have been forced to silence and inaction; to look on the infernal specta-
cle of our sons groaning under the lash; our daughters ravished; our wives
violated, and our firesides desolated, while we ourselves have been led to the
shambles, and sold like beasts of the field. :

When the nation in her hour of trial called her sable sons to arms, we gladly
went and fought her battles, but were denied the pay accorded to others until
public opinion demanded it, and even then it was tardily granted.

We have fought and conquered, but have been denied the benefits of victory.

‘We have fought where victory gave us no glory, and where captivity meant
cold blooded murder on the field, and no black man flinched. - We are taxed,
but denied the right of representation; we are practically debarred the right of
trial by jury, and institutions of learning which we help to support are closed
against us. ‘ R SET S e

Such being our wrongs, we submit to the American people and to the world
the following declaration of rights, asking a calm consideration thereof':

«All men being born free and equal, no man or (Government has a right to
annul, repeal, or render inoperative, this fundamental principle, except it be for
crime; therefore, we ask the immediate repeal of all laws operating against us
as a separate class of people. : ‘

“That as natives of American soil we claim the right to remain upon it, and
that any attempt to remove, expatriate, or colonize us in any other land against
our will is unjust, for here we were born, and for this country our fathers and
brothers have fought, and we hope to remain here in the full enjoyment of en-

franchised manhood and its dignities. As citizens of the republic we claim the
rights of citizens; we claim that we ave by right entitled to respect; that ail
due attention should be given to our needs; that proper rewards should be ¢
for our services; that the immunities and privileges of all ‘other citizens and
defenders of the nation’s honor should should be conceded to us. We elaim
the right to be heard in the State Legislature, in all the court > country,
‘and the halls of Congress. That emerging as we are from the long nig
gloom and sorrow, we are entitled to, and claim the sympathy and aid of the
entire Christian world. = We invoke the considerate aid of mankindin this erisis
of our history, and in this hour of our trial.” s . R

These are a portion of our rights as men, as patriots, as citizens; and as chil-

dren of a common Father; and that we may realize and retain them, thisis our




putpose. We eonﬁde our catise to the j‘!;t*/f God, whose benign aid we ‘most $ol-
emnly invoke.

~ Three cheers were then gwen for the Preudent of the Convention and the
authors of the addresses adopted for Fields Cook, Reyv. Dr Garnett, and others.

[The ﬁbove Appe&l was from the pen of Tlelds Cook of Rich-
mond, Va., and the recitation of “Rights and Wrongﬁ from the
pen of the President of the Convention, R. D BPCMGy of Alex-
andria, Va.]

On motion, the report was received.
On motion, the resolution was adopted by sections. .
tev. Mr. Garnett regarded the report as able a,nd mse' and
‘hoped it would be adopted as a whole. . "=
Rev. Wm. E. Walker suggested that the term resolutmns, head~
ing the document, be stricken out, and the Word a,ppeal substi-
tuted therefor. ’

On motion, the Convention 4dJourned until 3 o clock P M

~R. D BEC‘KLEY Pre%cﬂm‘
W E. Warker, Secretary.

AFTLRNOON SLSSION

The President called the meetmg to order at 3% o cloek'

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The roll was called and the mmutes of the prewous meeting
read and approved. ~

A letter from Rev. Clement Robmson, of this elty, addresged
to the President, was read by the Secretary. The letter was
ordered to be received and printed as a part of the proreedm%
of the Conventlon It is as follow b :

BO‘%TON MAbS J%
' (‘HAIR\MN . D BEGKLFY,-A}exandrm V.

ResprerEp SR :—I1 am apprehen i ;;th LI cannot be per nally pre@en’r
with you in your ‘Lppmaehmg State Convention; however if I am mnot ‘present
on said day, (viz., 2d Augu@t ) let n nd mﬂuence stand among the rep-
resentatives of the various religious deno inations. .

The objeet for which the Convenmon called is a noble. ne, and the end
~your Convention looks for is superlatively gre: You have before you a fiture
pregnant with eternal blossoms of suc 55, Only let your Convention, when .
convened, form such resolutions as shall demonstrate to the public | your knowl-
edge of what has been done by our brave, Theroic boys ‘at the most imminent
pomts of danger and death. "And then plead for the right of suffrage to the
~‘President and to Congress by all the noble and heroic deeds of our. b1 ave sol-
L ;(hers and by the crolden laws of a higher tribunal. The people here are all alive
. s
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to that all- impormnt cause you represent. We had a meeting last night in Tre-
wont Temple for that sole object. We are looking hourly for Chief Justwe
se and General Grant to address us on the subject. ;
et the greatness of the cause you represent—the more than four il
- lons of whom you are the- 1epresenmmvevv—t}\e brave and heroic actions and
deeds of our soldiers during this terrible four years of conflict, carnage, and
blood, and the bright future before you, g0 very pregnant with halos of glory,
inspire your Conventlon with more than huwman inspiration to look beyond the
-~ clouds of seeming xmposmbllmeb
{haw ‘the h(m(n sir, tothe yours for the cause you repiegcnt S0 l‘aithfulh
C. ROBINSON,-
Pastor Bewlah B«zpﬁsé ' w"(]z Ale mu([/ i, Va

Rev. G. W, Parker, from the: Finance Lomnnttu,j 1cpor ted
that the expenses so far incurred amounted to $79,15, and recom-
‘mended that a tax of $2,50 be impvsed on each delegate for the
purpose of defraying thg same, or any other expenses which may
be incurred by the 0011x7er1t1011 The report was adopted, and on

motion the Convention adjourned.
CoE SN R, ,D.{BECKLEX}, P, 7'(;.&:2([@77!.
- W B Wanrer, Necrefary. '

EVENING SESS FON:

President R. D. Beckley in the (‘hd,n
- Prayer by the Lhaplam - ;
The roll was called and the lllGIllb(Jb bevﬁ Iy answered to
their names and came forward and paid the tax 1mposed |
The reading of the minutes of the pﬂme,dmg‘ex ening Were dm_
- pensed with, . s
A song being called for, “Our (Lountly was then sung.
The Chmrman of the Busme&s Committee preqented an ad-
dress to loyal citizens and to Congress, which was then read, and
after some discussion, on motmn, the addrebs was laid on the
table until to-morrow.
Rev. Highland Garnett wished to be mcluded in the list of
paying deleoateb, and paid the tax, $2,5 me Johnson also
paid something, amount not stated. e
Mre. W. L. Ives, of Alexandria, was the
audience. He spoke in his usual happy 8
the audience in the most ereditable manner.
He was followed by Captain Ferree, who ‘wa
recewed and who spoke with much War nth, elo
ity, for some time. o
The eollection taken amounted 0 $137 ~
- The Chalrman of the busmesq Comrmttee pre%ented a series of

ce and 3b1]*,, |
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resolutions. They were le@elved and on momon laid on the table
till to-morrow morning.

A letter was then read ﬁom the Lynchburg: thjch. ' Th’e let~
ter was received and laid on the taple,
The President then called for 2 song, and the “Tlaﬂ' of the

Kree” was then sung, and 1ecelved Wlth much enthubmsm dnd
; hequenﬂy (Lpplauded

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendexed to the wenﬂemcn
who &ddms&ed the meeting. ~
On motion, a vote of thank&; was tendered to tne Lincoln ’\«}[o
ument Association for the enteitammen’c thev had afforded them.
N " R D. BE(‘KL}&Y wadmn‘

-

W E. Warken, ;Se('rehz:)gn

\«mR\f“”“u SESS 10\ ST W

FA I RIDM Aug st ot/z, 1<‘:~GJ
The Convention was called to orc ~at 10 o’clock by the P1 es-

ident. e
The session was opened Wlth pra; cr.by the (h&phmz “
-+ The roll was then called ‘md the members sever rally answ er ed

to their names
The minutes of 1 the pwkus me _L’;
proved. e
On motion of Mr. J. M, me n, Mr,
elected an honorary member of the onvention.  Messrs. Brown,
Uook, Hobson, Parker and others Opposed accepting any gentle-
men as honorary members Whn were not in atte n(?(amo (,ﬁh;e(-
tion overruled. ~ ' '
Mr. N. H. Anderson B0V u‘i ‘t;h(
empted from taxes. sl
Rev. J. M. Brown desired the mouon wn}\dmm;
men be left free to do as they pledbe /
On motion, Capt. Ferree, Wm, |
then elected as honorary membe :
The Committee appointed to wait on Gen. But
throuo"h Mr. Keeling, of Norfolk. e said they had waited pon
. the Genem VhO said his enoaﬁements Would not aﬁow hlm to
‘ . : the Conventi
to be pmdenf &nd c&uﬁou n then“ |

were then read and ap-

; Rehmg Robinson was

ul jo‘n()k“z!;r'y }‘nunﬂi}ers be ex-

a *1(% o enﬂe»

. Ives and Dr. Pehimhr; ‘
oithe Conventi on.. |

't when they“'would be in possesqmn of‘ all thelr | chts.
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1;~;¢notf1011,;the Teport was veceived and the Committee dis-
arged. ‘ ‘ '

_ The President then suggested that Mr. Fields Cook be invited
4o address the Convention in place of General Butler—objected
- to, as the next thing in order was the unfinished business of yes-
terday. 4 | -
 Mr. Cook respectfully declined interfering with the regular
order of business, especially as he could not fill the place of Gen.
Butler. L - o
~The following letter was then read by the Secretary. The let-
ter hears the post mark of Washington, D. C., and is directed to
Fields Cook and others, of the Colored State Convention, Alex-
andria, Virginia: ' ‘

* Beware! beware! bewarc! Fields Cook, you and other negroes will die be-
fore the autumn leaves fall upon the unavenged graves of the many Southern-
ers who are buried through our land. You are mever to be on an equalify
with the whites, though superior to many of them; but you, and many of you,
will die soon if this Freedmen’s Convention, &e., &o., continues, particulatly .
here in Virginia! So beware! The South must and shall be avenged! The
combined powers of Heaven and carth cannot prevent it. The black man, like
the Indian, will, in a few years, pass from this land. Slavery, as it was ecalled,
was Virginia’s only anchor. Beware! you are all doomed !

Mr. N: T, Anderson, of Richmond, Va., objected to the recep-
tion of the letter, while Mr. Hobson thought it of sufficient im-
portance to claim the most solemn consideration of every one
present. o o ) = AT

Mr. Fields Cook then followed. e said that the letter had
been addressed to him and others, that his life was of but little
importance, but 1ét him die where or when he might, so he died
in the discharge of his duty, his work he hoped would be fulfilled.

~Such letters could not intimidate him. He should continue to
go forward in the discharge of his duty, let the consequences be
what they might. - ,

After the remarks of Mr. Cook the whole convention joined in
singing “My Country 'tis of thee.” o -
~ My. Brown resuming, said that the letter should receive due

_attention, that in the event of the untimely death of any mem-
_ber of this Convention, it would be well to preserve it—it should
_be kept as a relic, Sees

Garnett thought the letter should receive no att;
e ) The author of the letter was a mean, co
ere were thousands of men who actually
in the State, and doubtless many in.




17

scoundrel had not been in the Convention during its session, and
btapped over, to Washmot 1 and ,;dmpped 1t in i‘ho pobf oﬁiu,
1 b : e

Contemp’mble, cowardly qobundrel, fmd the best way of disposing
of 1t was to unceremomou‘sly kick it under the table; a
e Wm. F.'W‘dker f‘éﬂowed- th el

served and th‘it'the time had pﬂ%%d when . m, :
were to be deterred from asserting our nohts Threats and de-
~ nunciation now fail to mtlmldate us. The only power under
heaven that we re spect fear, and feel it our dutv at present to
obey, is Uwip ;5/{77? ‘As f‘or the Wm“rhlew fellow who wrote the
lettxnr, {4

On mutlon, ihe, k’ttm was tht OWI} under the:
mous Vote " ¢ 11

yesterday evenmg—wthe addr ess’ Whl(’h wa
until this mommgs session. HEY:
On motion, it was taken up, and 1@3('{ 'tf b
after some conszldemble debate, was,’ by a ]a»
to the author. !
A series of resolutions were then pr es:ented by the ch
On motion, the resolutions be adopted by seotlons W
1ead and adopted as follows: ~

WHEREAS, The great and all 1mportant question now agamunu the
amount 1o all others in the country++is what are th ights of th
Warreas, We, constituting a port inat
in.interest.and mn destiny with the )
from. sizteen hundred and twenty until now, both by our sw
the country What sbe is‘in wealth m power a3

Tberefore,

1. Resolved, That we, “as men and cltlz ; Dl i
shall be the other’s course, and that we shall use all proper and lawful me n
protect each other agmnst an. invasion of our ci ght d '

ied. :
. Resolved, That we claim tobe a part of the U ited Sta:ces
Con ’imtlou of the Umted States. Alse




tion and ongmatm and signers of the Declaration of Independence never; e
-otherwise than a perfect equahtv before the law to all the mhabltants oF the G Vel

. Resolved, That all opinions entertained or expressed to the:.contrary show an unae-
qmmtance Wlth the history of the country, and of the Constitution. of a number of the
States ; because colored men voted in all the colonies, and even woren and slaves voted in
New: Jersey, and bore arms long: after the:adoption of the Federal Constitution. . They also.
voted in North Carolina and Tennessee until about thirty or thirty-five years ago, “and the
Hon. John Bell, on the floor of the Senate of the United States, said that lie owed ‘his seat:
twice:in Congress through the influnence of negro voters. :These are facts that cannot be
dealt hghtly with, although it is mfunt‘uned b) some that ‘fhls Govemment wag madg fox o
white men. R R T L R Y

On. motion the thn(l 1esolut10n Was 176

WhlGh on motion, the Convention dd]ourned .
R D BF(‘KLFY szu?’r

Wu. K. WALKER, Secretary,

A FTJ&LNOUN SHESSION

The Convention met at 32 o’clock. President R. D Beckleyf
in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Wm. E. Walker. = Roll called and
minutes of the morning session read and approved.

The third resolution being in order, on motion, the whole was
reconsidered and returned to the authm : ¥ {;

Rev. H. H. Garnett moved the appomtment of an execumve;
committee, to consist of the President .and a member of each
delegation, who shall have power to name the place and time for.
the next annual Convention, and to call the same. b

 On motion, the President appoint said. oomlmttee ¢ i

The President then appointed the first named pel sons as re-
ported in theu 1cspeetlve delefrahons as they stood on the.roll =

LOM"W ITTEL

N H. Anderson Bmhmcnd Va.; hdward F Joxaes VVllha,meurg, Va 3,
Henry Barksdale, Danvﬂle Va.; James H. Banister, Culpeper County, Va.’
Edward W. Wllhams, Norfolk Va. ; ; Temple Jackson Columbia ; Elijah Mon-
roe, Gloucester County, Va. ; "Wm Holland, ‘Halifax - County, Va.; Nicholas
Rlckman Charlottesville, Va.; Hdward J ohnson Farmville, Va.; Lewis W
Carter, Petersburg, Va.; Rev. J ohn Cary, Ymktown Robert Bailey np-
ton, Va.; Rev. J. R.'V. Thomas, Portsmouth, Va.; Wal‘oer William;
wwk County, Va.; Wm. Moseley, Goochland’ (;ounty, Va.; Rev. Jas:
Providence Church; Rev. Wm. J. Walker, Petersburg, ” Va.;  Addi
Washington, Amhelst County, Va.; Colcma,n Ooles Lynchbm Va..

The Pres1dent was then mstrueted to &ppomt a comu
printing, v Vhereupon the following genﬂemen were appointed :
Rev. Wm. E. Walker, Petersburg, Va.; G. W. Park d
Charles Chinn, Alexandrlap Va. The committee was then in-




structed to have five thousand ﬁo es of the proceedings printed
for dlstrlbutlon

A report from ﬁhe ﬁnanee comnuttee Was ,t7en made and
aecepted' S . ]

The follawmg resolutwn was submltted and adopted wikt

vRewaVed That a Oommlttee 0)’ one ﬁom eaeh deleg
with the Freedmens’ Bureau, at. Richmond, for th purpose

g Cemmon Schools thronghout the State, or in such. seémons as may. be found
practlccxble

" Rev. ‘Sampson  White obgected bec&usc he thoun“ L 11,;*"[
_jeet that should be brought before the legislature 16T
tion was unanimously adopted, and the Pr eside:
second named gentlemen on each dele(ratmn

COM\HTThL

‘“'(‘haﬂ@S Ghmn Alexandrm Jordan Smlbh Mwnches‘b"
Danyille ; Wi, Keehng, Nmfolk ; J. W. Jackson, GHoucester
Chs lottewﬂ_l ; Rev. Wm. E. Walker, Pcteisbm‘f‘ W,
Walter Wllhcmls Warwick ; Rev. James Tynes, Pxovxde
- Washington, Amherst. and Nelson ; Fields Cook, Richmg
_’Wﬂhamsbur@ Bdward Ambler, (Julpepm 3 I‘emp}e Jackson, Fa
Ruffin, Y“orktown, Joshua \Vﬂson Portsmouth ; 'Wm. Mo
:hdward Brooks, hedemckbburg 5 b&muel Kelser, Lynchbur

Rov \Vm E. Walker oﬁered the foﬂowmg res

Resolved, Thata vote of thanks: be tendeled to. the
' for then‘ klndness and u)mteoy to the members of the

| On motion, the resolution was undnnnouslyﬁ
| - Rev. Wm. E. Walker was appointed speake
On motlon the (‘onvenhon ad;ourned to

,,JP M

: : : R,. D. B
VVM }h \VALK}«R N(r(’fmz/ : P

T\Ieetmv was called 1o 01der at 7 oclockl P
_1» D. Beddev in the chair. The roll was
,H;}utes of the (LftelllOOll 58%51011 read’ 311 ]

e



410',,1ng resolutions, Wthh were adopted’ by a risi g Vote

We; the: ‘Amerigat emzeﬂs of Atricati déscent of’ the Srate of Virginia, in~ Oonventwn as-

sembled, in the city of Alexandria, this 4th dm of August, A.D., 1865, do adopt the fol-
~lowing, pxea.mble and resolutions ; ne
- WarREAS, lu the darkest hour of Ameman “history, _when' treason au rebelhou swept

Vi uth; we remained loyal to 'the Government of thé TUaited St e’S 4nd’ when the
“Governtnent’ culled us 1o arms we gladly. came forth to- fight her: battles, arxd to protect the
flag that bad euslaved us.

Axp WHEREAS, As peace is restored to the land, and the sound of the drum, or the tramp .
of troops, or the boom of caunon is heard no more, and the States so late in rebellion are
‘abuut being restored!to thelr relutio ship io the Pederal Unionunder p etended lsyafny

 Besolved, That any, Attempt, Lo recongiruct btaxes 80 Lgxte in open, rebellion agaf
General Govuumnut without giving to. Ameman citizens of Afr cal ‘descent all the rights

“and immuoities: su,u(dud it te-citizens:so late in open arms and : hostility against: the
Government of the United States, is an act of gross m]usnnc done to th al bl ; ho
compose the gzmtlo.dl clemient of the Southern States. PREREE R
2d. That a petition be sent to Congress in the name of. this Lonvmtxon Icepectfullv, yet
most earnestly :qu:nug them not to receive ihe Senators and Repxoscntdm es elected from
this State-—Virginia—to seats in the Covgress of the United States, and to keep the States
“under-military Lontmi* unti A” the uahts aud 1mmaenities accorded to white cmzens sha
‘be accorded: to us. 3 ; ; ~ ,
. Axp W HEREAS, | Good 1 : ubjer
Qu en ‘\ l(,t()lld, on the one. hand and Louis l\apol(ou on the ot hel dnd
1 ';ueLoqur, trom’ pure SR
Tedson w m Amumm T ulu‘s, a’nd especmlly thase in

and our opprisso i

AND WHEerEAs, 111 tie progess of r(‘(on&:um tion aud’ 1ezxppomtmfr the officers of' this State,
we cannot iuuk upon any one act, either by the provisional goversment of the State Ot
Virginia, or by any person. holdmu‘ office, either by the. appointment of Gowvi ‘Peirpoint, or
as the result of any election ‘ordered by "his authority, have pi"oved friendly to us, but in

,evely case have they sought to degrade us. Therefore,

i Resolved, Thatiwe, the members of ‘the conveution: Qf ¢hlored citizens of Virginia assem-
blcd do most respec,{iully but eurnwtly ¢all upon Goxernor Peirpoing to define his position
in reference to the repeal of all the black laws of Virginia which oppress and deglade us
also, in reference to the franchise of colored citizens ot Virginia.

Resolved, That;unless he does this tavm sbly iwe cannot regard hun a8 0ur ! Ariend: !

: Rewlwed That the ve ubious ) ; | l
hlends ‘of tbe Union in great uncert: 10 his” hdelm 10 the prmupies upon wlnch Jhe

‘ was exalted; to his positionas Governor: of Virginia, ;1 ;- : :

* Resolved, That we thank all true fricods of our race ot d“ bdmola, but Lepbblmll)’ Hon.
bhules Bumner, Benjamin Wade, Henry Wilsou, Geuerals Terry and Turoer, whe'have so
recently suppleabed the election of our e neimnles, but none have a greater share of our love
and respect than Gereral B. F. Butler, who first decided the fate ot slavery:

After which, three hearty cheers were given, and a tiger for
General Butler.

After the adoption' of the 1)1LeillllJlb and 1esohlt10nb, the Lin-
. coln Monument As; udtmn sung with, excellent ef
‘iGlory of the

A mohon W S

| COHVéﬁthﬂ adopt the
with the same result.




A ‘T\T A T‘)DRESS |

10 t/ze Lm/al Citizens mzd (*on(]recs of ﬂa,e United. b

glma Would respectfullv represent 1hat although we have been held as sl
all recognition as a constituent of your nationality for almost the entire
“tion of your Government, and that by your permission we have been
country, and deprived ofthe dearest rights of human nature : yet wh
diate oppressors met in deadly conflict upon the field of battle—the
‘other to'save your Government and-nationality, we, with scarcean exception
“souls espoused” )our came, and Watched and pmved, and wmtéd -and. Tabor
suceess. :
In spite of repeated dlscomagements we contmued to ﬂock to you ;
~ble information, guiding your svoutmg parties and your miner expeditions
trenches; drwmfr your teams and in‘every way hghtenmg the labors of
cealing and mdmg your soldiers who were escaping:from the prison pens
and when reluctantly permitted, we:rallied by myriads under your bann
roism illustrated at Fort Wagner, Port Hudson, Miliken's Bend an. ;
Richmond, we demounstrated our capacity to understand. the deas. of the contest
worthiness to stand side by side with:the bravest-irv fighting it-out..
When the contest waxed long, and the result hung doubtfully , a
help, and how well we answered is written-in the rosters of the two hund:
ored troops now enrolled in your service; and as to our-undying. devotic
let the uniform acclamation of esmped prwonen, “whmevel We-San
'Sure of a friend,”” answer.
“Well, the war'is over, the rebelhon is “put dowu v and we are de (e
_ of our enemies are paroled or amnestied, and the other fifth are being pa
" "President hag, in hisefforts at the 1econstructmn of the eivil governnie;
““in rebellion; left'us entirely at the mercy ‘of these subjugated but unco
‘erything save the privilege of ‘bringing us, our ‘wives and little ones, ¢
He has, so far as we ean understand the tendency and eanng of shis-actior
‘mitted us for all our civil rights; to men, & majority of whom r€gard our
cause and ﬂag as that Wthh demded the con'tc,st ainst:them! « Thig:
- Al des ; . e ERA

salls a) d you are,sa’ved tand
he houz ()fOlM‘ peril.,

pray, we entreat ¥
We know these men-
them, loyalty is o1
to the cherished design v
ernment, and then, by all s g
given us more intolerable than the : hey intended for us.
‘We warn you in time that our: orﬂ) safety is 1 keeping: them under
military persuasion until you have so amended the Federal-Constitution th
‘the States from making an netion: between citizens: on account of
‘'ong word, the only salvation for us besides the power of the Gov. nmen
ston of the ballot. Give us this, and we will protéct ourselves, N :
‘a8 nuUmMerous as' we were. ever oppressed, Whux axmed Wi ,h the ballot
ignorant.  Admit it.
from a rowdy, a friend flom an enemy’
New York sent Governor Stymour home &nd Rcuben L F enton to Albaay Did;

: know who ‘to vote for? : -
SOOI all the eolmed men of mm

have kept the honor of his btate untarmshed thlough LhoBc L“ 0 daxk and‘i
How many colored men voted for MeClellan? How many failed to vote f
‘Johnson and could every colored man in the land have voted, what countless thousands




ivould have béen added to the majorities of tug latter? .
the white ¢raitors varnished and japanned with the oath of ar
and still keep faith with us? ‘‘But,’’ say some; ‘‘the black
supetior kiowledge and cunning of the whites.””  Trust us 1t
ceived a setond time: ‘‘But,’’ they continue, tthe planters and
them in theif power, and dictate the way their vites shall be cast.””
fore that we weré to be left to the tender mercies of these landed rebels
Verily, we thought the Freedmen’s Bureau wag organized ‘
tect us from this very thirg, by compelling these for wh i
they liked our political opinions or not! 1In addition, there is.sol
signing freedmen and refugees forty acres of land each, and-a chan¢
purchase when it is confiscated or sold for taxes. The noble and gallan’
of that Bureau said the other day to one of his subordinates, “If you fi
the freedmen as slaves, set off his house, garden and yard, take possessior
set the freedmen at work upon it yourself.” , ~ E
Have the employers of ‘white voters always controiled . their v
elections answer. . But ‘some of our friends fear we:might.vote v
What if we did ?  Whose'business is it?. . If they legislat cording ¢
would never do it a second time; ‘and if they legislated according to thene
vote for them again. Is it against us that we are known to -possess
tlemen—that we like to be with them—that we prefér them:to the: ruc he 7
the unworthy (other things being equal)—that ‘we - would:-not vote. for tr
at the dictatior. of mitred priestnor rich rumseller ?  Can the mass of t 7]
as much? Is any one moreskeptical now as to our capacity to use well the ball
most'all of you were two yearsago as to our ability to use the bayonet? . ‘And
souti were those doubits swept in oblivion, and we affirm that the same course i
the ballot—trying it—will be followed by the same result. Only -give 1
we promise you, before:God and mankind, that, by patient industry, by.
prudence and uprightness, by intenseloyalty, by unremitting zeal in tt
of culture and intelligence; we will justify and vindicate before heaven and
dom of your course, and will demonstrate that the right way is the.sefe way
In view of the late oceurrences, can any one of you doubt for a moment
to the Legislaturesand Governors of these restored States? o e o i
Toook at Governor Peirpoint, of this State—elected by men-of unconditional]
by all supposed to be loyal to freedom and equal rights. Beforehe isin Ri
he gives completely over to the *Virginia element,””. deserting his former f
together the Legislature for the purposc of re-enfranchising the rebels of Virgini
telis them they have nothing to do with negro sufivage ! Behold the potency of W
fine dinners! i e el i e, Bie
When the United States Court sat at Norfolk and the Grand Jury indicted fifty-seven of
the leading traitors of Virginia, the Disirict Attorney, through some,strange chicanery,
kept twenty of them off the list. He doubtless has his reward in the promise of their.votes
and influence to place him in Congress. e, 4 .
These are the men who have becn regarded as owr friends, and if they do such things,
what may we expect from those whom you regard as our enemies ¥ b
“We are “‘sheep in the midst of wolves,’”” and nothing but the military arm of the Gov-
ernment preverits us and all the truly loyal white men from being driven from the land of
our birth.: Do not then, we beseech you; give to one of these “wayward siste; he right
they abandoned and forfeited when they rebelled until you have secured ouz. right
aforementioned amendment to the Constitution.
Let your action in our behalf be thus clear and emphatic, and our re
who, wefeel confident, desires only lo know your-will, to act in harmony th
‘give you his most earnest and cordial co-operation: and the Southern States, th
enlightened and just legisiation, will speedily award us our rights.. :Thusn
arms of the rebellion be surrendered, but the ideas also. Vs T Ty
The issue is  too momentous, the stake is too incalculably great; to adn
quibbles about the constitutionality of the thing. O
Good faith, honor, gratitude, justice and right, are the eloments
than all constitutious or statutes of men’s exalting; and you hay
t0 say ““let it be done,”’ and it will be doue. Sl %5 g
~ Tt is this quibbling and compromising that have ground us-to ¢
plunged you into the vortex of civil war ; and you by the Living Go :
a repetition of this grinding process, and your children. from, the recurrencs
calamities. : ' i 4o ;
Trosting that you will not be deaf to the appeal herein ma
ings which the malignity of the rebels are constantly g ;
the height of being just for the sake of justice, we remain
and humanity. SIS




Rev. Wm E Walker was then mtmduced, and addressed the

much appL 1
“After the addre eS8, i} 2
the Convention, occupying ﬁve mmute moh, amldgt the oredtesﬁ
enthusiasm and delighty - o ~
hev \Vm B VV&l er

e citi ens of the United wmtes or nat We‘
ot to Cmncenor'Kent Chief Justice; Attorney General

and ]ast theugh not least; to the. acts of that emment ;
C ef Jushce Salmon P Chase. ‘

Bates; in
and: distinguis

‘which were also:

he i"(jlilow’hg"‘ffesolliti()r1:§7

ddopled ’

Resolve(l 1 That we mem the (Jovemmeuh ot Lhe Unmd States. for the hmanﬂpatxon
Proclamation, the amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as well as all other.
acts of Congress in interest.

2. That we most profoundly f;vmpathwe with all who have been made to suffer by the war,
but we most profoundly thank God for all the results of the war, viz: The freedom ot our
race; and the prospect of the speedy restoration of all our rights as men.

3. That we thank Congress, especially for the establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau
and especially do we thank the President for the appointment of that brave and Christian
soldier, M?Jor General 0. O. Howard, as its Chicf, giving us the assurance that all of the
interests of our people will be cared for.

4. That in the appointment of Colonel ). Brown, as Assistant Commissioner for the Gtate
of Virginia, we have a tried, true, and earnest fmpnd and pledge him our hearty co- opera-
mon

That in the appointment of Prof. W. H. Woodbury, as Superintendent of the schools
foz colored persons in the State of Virginia, we have a zealous worker in the cause of educa-
tion, and a fearless champion of the African race.

6. That we most heartily thank all the Northern associations for all the effmts which thev

* have put forth for the education of our people, and pledge our co operation m gvery par-
ticular.

7. That we thank God for the restoration of peace, with liberty to serve me according
to the dictates of our consciences.

8. That we most deeply regret that when peace came our nation bad to mourn the loss of
her chief, Abraham Lincoln, and we take this method to assure all true lovers of republican
msmutions and impartial Jasuce that no portion of the nation more deeply and profoundly
mourn the loss of our dear friend, and we do most deeply sympathize with all who mourn.
but most especially with his bereaved and saddened family, and we pray God to snstain his
illustrious predecessor, Andrew Johnson, and nwake him more than 4 match for his wily
foes.

9. That we return thanks to Almighty God, the giver of sli good and perfect gifts, for all
things, and especially for the freedom of our race, and that in all the strength of our man-
hood we agree to agitate, agitate, agitate, until our manhood is respected.

The following preamble and resolution was offéred,by Rev. G. W. Parker,
and unanimously adopted :

Inasmuch as we are permitted to see and en;ov the wonders of God's merey, in the peace-
able assemblage of a Convention of our people from different parts of Virginia, and of the
country, and to be able here to erect our Ebenezer, saying “ Hitherto has: “the Lord helped

- us;’” and as we believe, also, that whatever advantage we have obtained as a people in con-
‘nectxon with, and growing out of the late rebellion, has been by the special interference and
blessing of Grod in answer to prayer—as he said, ‘I have seen, I have seen, the affliction




24

Therefore, .~ - o o 5 e @ ; . g :
: “That while 'we, under the cheering influences “of this delightful, and we irbst
profitable convocation, would ‘thank God and take courage, we at the same-time feel that
there still remains in the present crisis an increased necessitv for earnest prayer and suppli- -
cation ; and we would, therefore, appoint the 1st day of Qctober, 1865, a8 & day of humil-
jation and prayer to Almighty God, that what He has thus generously begun, he will carry
forward by inclining the people of the State, and the authorities thereof, and of the citizens
and authorities of the Government, to be favorable to our cause, until we shall enjoy all the
_privileges which it is the gracious purpose of our GGod to give, and we would earnestly and
respectfully call upon all Christians to engage with us for the aceomplishment of this ebject.

of my péd’plé, and T have heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver them,”’-—

e

~On the eve of adjournment, the President arose, and in tk
most feeling and impressive manner, addressed the Convention,
and spoke of the necessity of calling upon Almighty God for
assistance in this our great struggle for our rights. During the
delivery of this address, which it was impossible to note, the
audience hecame deeply affected, and by vequest. of -the Presi-:
dent, they all knelt in solemn prayer to Almighty God, with’
Rev. John M. Brown, who invoked the throne of grace in a man-.
ner that will long be remembered by all who were present.

~ After the hymn, “ Blest be the tie that binds,” the Conven-
tion adjourned sime die. iy e :

Wai R, WT&LKEE{,SWN’!(L/J/
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